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2011 and 2012 that killed at least five of 
our veterans and sickened as many as 
22. This facility became ground zero for 
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee’s in-
vestigation, which found gross mis-
management by the Pittsburgh VA in 
response to the 2011 outbreak. This is 
particularly troubling to me as there 
are many veterans in my district who 
rely on the Pittsburgh VA for their 
health care. 

Currently, the VA facilities are not 
required by law to report infectious 
disease at VA facilities to State and 
local health officials, even though the 
VA is one of the Nation’s largest 
health providers; yet, the University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center—it is only a 
few hundred feet away—is required to 
do this. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. I yield the 
gentleman an additional 30 seconds. 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. This in-
consistency makes absolutely no sense 
and leaves the VA off the hook. In 
other words, this bill holds VA facili-
ties accountable to the same standards 
as other medical facilities located in 
the same State. This just makes sense. 

Now, our veterans, who have sac-
rificed so much, deserve far better. 
This bill is a step in the right direction 
to ensure that veterans receive safe, 
high quality health care at the VA. I 
urge strong support of H.R. 357. 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, H.R. 357 makes important changes 
to the benefits and services we provide 
veterans and to the manner in which 
we provide them. I urge my colleagues 
to support H.R. 357, as amended. 

I have no further speakers, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers would have 5 legislative days with 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and add any extraneous mate-
rials that they may have on this legis-
lation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Thank you 

to all the Members who have come to 
the floor today to support this bill. I 
encourage all Members to support this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 357, the GI Bill 
Tuition Fairness Act. In addition to requiring all 
public institutions to give veterans in-state tui-
tion rates as a condition of receiving GI Bill 
education benefits, this legislation also in-
cludes a five year limitation on executive bo-
nuses at the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Under current practice, the VA pays out 
about $400 million in bonuses each year. Re-
cently, we have seen these bonuses too often 
go to people whose work does not merit a re-
ward, and to the contrary, may even warrant 
reprimand. 

This practice has been evident at the At-
lanta VA Medical Center, where despite the 

fact that four unexpected deaths were attrib-
uted to mismanagement and lack of oversight, 
tens of thousands of dollars in bonuses were 
awarded to top level executives at the facility. 
At the Charlie Norwood VA Medical Center in 
Augusta, three patients died after manage-
ment failed to act in a timely manner to sched-
ule appointments. Despite requests to the VA, 
we are still waiting to hear whether those re-
sponsible received bonuses instead of rep-
rimands. 

It is past time that we stop blindly handing 
out rewards pay—bonuses should be the ex-
ception, not the norm. Furthermore, at a time 
when so many of our soldiers are returning 
from war, and in light of the deaths in Atlanta, 
I believe the VA should prioritize veterans’ 
health and well-being above all else. 

Mr. Speaker, we should reward our veterans 
with quality care and services in exchange for 
their commitment to our country and our free-
doms. I urge my colleagues to join me in ex-
pressing support for our nation’s veterans by 
supporting H.R. 357. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MIL-
LER) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 357, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MILLER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. DOYLE (during consideration of 
H.R. 357). Mr. Speaker, on January 29, 
I was not present when H.R. 2642, the 
conference report for the Federal Agri-
culture Reform and Risk Management 
Act, better known as the farm bill, was 
voted on. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 48 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HOLDING) at 6 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 1791, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 357, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote. 

f 

MEDICAL PREPAREDNESS 
ALLOWABLE USE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1791) to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to codify authority 
under existing grant guidance author-
izing use of Urban Area Security Ini-
tiative and State Homeland Security 
Grant Program funding for enhancing 
medical preparedness, medical surge 
capacity, and mass prophylaxis capa-
bilities, as amended, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Indiana (Mrs. 
BROOKS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 391, nays 2, 
not voting 38, as follows: 

[Roll No. 32] 

YEAS—391 

Aderholt 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barber 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barrow (GA) 
Barton 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Benishek 
Bentivolio 
Bera (CA) 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Boustany 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (FL) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Camp 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cárdenas 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 
Chu 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 

Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Costa 
Cotton 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Daines 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Rodney 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Denham 
Dent 
DesJarlais 
Deutch 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle 
Duckworth 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Edwards 
Ellison 
Ellmers 
Engel 
Enyart 
Eshoo 
Esty 
Farenthold 
Farr 
Fattah 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 

Fleming 
Flores 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel (FL) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcia 
Gardner 
Garrett 
Gibbs 
Gingrey (GA) 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (MO) 
Grayson 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Griffin (AR) 
Griffith (VA) 
Grijalva 
Grimm 
Guthrie 
Hahn 
Hall 
Hanabusa 
Hanna 
Harper 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Heck (NV) 
Heck (WA) 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Higgins 
Himes 
Hinojosa 
Holding 
Holt 
Honda 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Hudson 
Huelskamp 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 04:38 Feb 04, 2014 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K03FE7.013 H03FEPT1jb
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
7S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-25T14:05:08-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




